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THE WORLD OF ANIMALS IN ENGLISH
AND UKRAINIAN PROVERBS AND SAYINGS

A central issue in this article is the use of proverbs and sayings about animals in
the English and Ukrainian language in the kindergarten. Proverbs and sayings about
animals help the child to develop, learn something new, to get the best features of human
character. Therefore, our attention will be focused on the idioms which reflect the culture
of the English or Ukrainian language.

This question is explored by such scholars as V. V. Vinogradov, L. A.
Bulakhovsky, V. L. Arkhangelsky, V. M. Mokienko and others. However, little research
has been undertaken to study the problem of learning English proverbs at the
kindergarten.

If you compare the proverbs and sayings in English about animals and the proverbs
in Ukrainian language about animals, they are significantly different in translation and
classification.

Consider the classification of the English proverbs and sayings about animals:

I. Proverbs denoting the moral qualities of a person:

. It is ill to waken sleeping dogs. / Let sleeping dogs lie. — He cning Oyautu
crstuux cobak. / He Oynu mMxo, MOKHW BOHO CITUTb.
= To beard the lion in his den. — Hanagatu Ha 5eBa B #ioro BJIacHOMY JIrBi

(ToOTO XOpOOPO BUCTYIHUTH MPOTH TOCBITUCHOTO 1 HEOE3MEUHOTO MPOTUBHUKA).

I1. Proverbs meaning existence:

- A curst cow has short horns. — V npokisToi KOpoBH pOrH KOPOTKi. /
butnusiii KopoBi Oor pir He Ja€.

- A fly in the ointment. — Myxa B 6anb3ami. / JIoxkka AbOI'TIO B 00U METy.

I11. Proverbs that mean the social sphere:

- Birds of a feather flock together. — Iltaxu omHOrOo OmEpeHHs 30UPAOTHCS
pasom. / Macth 10 MacTi migoupaerscs. / Pubak pubaka 6aunTh 31a1eKy

IV. Proverbs that mean appearance:

. That is a horse of another colour. — It xinb inmoi macti. / Lle 30Bcim inIra
cIipaBa.

. As black as a crow. — Yopawuit, ik BOPOH.

- Black hen lays a white egg. — HopHa kypka Hece Oine seuko. / Bix dyopHoi
KypOUKH Ta Olj1€ S€YKO.

V. Proverbs which mean the emotional-mental state:

- As merry as a cricket. — Becenwuii, HEeMOB 1IBIpKYH (TOOTO KHUTTEPAICHHIA)

- He that loves the tree, loves the branch. / Love me, love my dog. — Xto
JFOOUTH JIEPEeBO, TOH JIFOOUTH 1 KOXHY Horo Tijouky. / (SIkmo) mro0umn MeHe, aro0u i
MO0 COOaKy.

V1. Proverbs which mean work activity:



. As busy as a bee. - 3aHaTh (IpPabOBUTHIN), K OIKOIIA.

- A cat in gloves catches no mice. — Kimka B pykaBHYKax MUIIEH HE JIOBUTb.
/ be3 Tpyna Hema mioja.

" The early bird catches the worm. / If you want to achieve something, you
need to work hard and not be lazy. — Panns nramka JJOBUTH BCiX 4epB’SIKiB.

VII. Proverbs that mean behaviour:

- Each stain comes to sight on a horse that is white. — Ha 6inomy koHi BUIHO
oyne msamouky. / Komy 6araro gaHo, 3 TOro 6arato i CliMTa€eThCH.

Considering all this classification, we came to the conclusion that proverbs and
sayings about animals are extremely interesting both in Ukrainian and in English.

Despite the importance of classification of proverbs, little attention has been paid
to using this proverbs at the kindergarten, how to teach a child of preschool age these
proverbs and sayings. This question is important for every kindergarten educator. Today
there are a number of methods of teaching children the English proverbs and sayings
about animals.

In order to teach the child a proverb about animals the educator have to:

1)  Teach children the words used in proverbs;

For example: domestic animals and birds: cat (xit), dog (co6aka), horse (xiub),
mule (myn), ox (Bin), bull (6uk), cow (koposa), calf (temns), pig (cBuus), ass (ocer), cock
(miBenn), hen (kypka), chicken (kypua), goose (rycak, rycka), gosling (rycens), sheep
(BiB1rs1), lamb (strast).

2) Repeat the learned words several times. Check knowledge in the oral form.

3)  Memorize the most commonly used proverbs and sayings, containing animal
names on the proposed topics, for example, proverbs characterize "the Moral Qualities of
Man," "Life Experience", "Labour".

4)  Consolidate the knowledge. It is certain to be developed with didactic games
and with pictures that can help the child to remember certain proverbs, for example, the
proverb «Never buy a pig in a poke. - He kyny#i kota B Mimky» can be repeated some
times. When the children have already memorized this proverb, give them images that
would be associated with the proverb. For example, the cat in the bag. Then give the task:
"“find the picture that best fits this proverb".

5)  Educator can involve the parents to develop the English language
atmosphere. That is why, homework can be assigned in separate envelopes for parents
and children.

This paper focuses on a comparison of proverbs and sayings about animals in the
English and Ukrainian languages. The results have shown that the proverbs and sayings
about animals in Ukraine and in England have some similarities and some differences.
They differ in translation and the different interpretation. Despite this, proverbs and
sayings about animals have a positive influence on child’s development. In addition to
this, the English proverbs help children to learn a new language and understand foreign
people.
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