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THE STATE OF TOURISM IN THE WORLD 

 

Tourism is a global phenomenon that has been growing steadily for decades. In 

2019, there were 1.46 billion international tourist arrivals worldwide, and this number 

is expected to continue to grow in the coming years. People can traveling to different 

places for leisure, business, or other purposes. It is a major contributor to the global 

economy, generating trillions of dollars in revenue and creating millions of jobs. 

The history of tourism can be traced back to the ancient world, when people 

traveled for religious pilgrimages, trade, and exploration. In the 19th century, tourism 

began to develop as a mass phenomenon, thanks to the rise of railroads, steamships, 

and other forms of transportation. 

Tourism is a complex industry that encompasses a wide range of activities, from 

visiting historical sites to enjoying nature. It can be defined as the temporary movement 

of people from their usual place of residence to another place for leisure, business, or 

other purposes. 

Tourism has many benefits for both the host country and the tourists themselves. 

For the host country, tourism can generate income, create jobs, and promote economic 

development. For tourists, tourism can provide a chance to experience new cultures, 

learn about different places, and relax and have fun. 

However, tourism also has some challenges. One challenge is that it can put a 

strain on the environment. For example, tourism can lead to increased pollution and 

water consumption. Another challenge is that tourism can lead to the exploitation of 

local people. For example, tourists may be willing to pay high prices for goods and 

services, which can drive up prices for locals. 

Despite the challenges, the future of tourism looks bright. The World Tourism 

Organization (UNWTO) predicts that international tourist arrivals will reach 1.8 billion 

by 2030. This growth will be driven by a number of factors, including rising incomes, 

increased urbanization, and the growth of low-cost airlines. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the tourism industry. 

In 2020, international tourist arrivals fell by 73% compared to 2019. However, the 

industry is expected to recover in the coming years. The UNWTO predicts that 

international tourist arrivals will reach 85% of pre-pandemic levels by 2023. 
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