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CHARACTER DESIGN IN VIDEO GAMES

In the world of video games, character design stands as one of the most vital
elements in shaping the player's experience and immersion. Beyond mere aesthetics, a
character’s appearance, movement, personality, and even voice all contribute to how
players perceive and emotionally connect with them. Whether the character is a heroic
protagonist, a complex anti-hero, or a menacing villain, their design serves as a storytelling
tool that communicates narrative depth, cultural context, and gameplay function without
the need for words.

As video games have evolved into one of the most influential forms of modern
entertainment, the demand for compelling and believable characters has increased
significantly. Developers must now balance artistic creativity with technical limitations
and gameplay mechanics. A well-designed character not only visually stands out but also
aligns with the game’s world, genre, and player expectations. This requires careful
consideration of shape language, color theory, silhouette, animation, and backstory
development.

Moreover, character design in games is uniquely interactive. Unlike in films or
books, players often spend dozens or even hundreds of hours with these characters, making
their design critical for long-term engagement. Characters must be memorable and
relatable, yet flexible enough to adapt to various story arcs or player-driven choices. In
multiplayer and open-world games, customization and representation also become key
aspects, allowing players to project parts of their identity into the game world.

A frequent approach to character design is to draw inspiration from a country's
culture and its traditional attire. One such example is the character Aglaea from the video
game “Honkai: Star Rail”. She embodies an elegant and divine aesthetic inspired by
Ancient Greece and its mythology. As a descendant of the Golden lineage of Amforaes
and a seamstress in the city of Ochema, her character design reflects a blend of classical
beauty and narrative symbolism. Her flowing golden hair and goddess-like attire reinforce
her ethereal presence, while her visual presentation ties directly into the game's
mythologically infused world-building.

The motifs of memory and elegance are visually expressed through refined patterns,
soft yet radiant color palettes, and delicate garment textures, emphasizing her role as a
figure of grace and inner strength. The fusion of lore, function, and visual storytelling in
Aglaea’s design makes her memorable and thematically rich character within the game’s
universe.

Continuing the topic of the culture of various countries, | also want to mention a
character like Kaedehara Kazuha from “Genshin Impact”. His design draws heavily from
traditional Japanese culture, visually reflecting his identity as a wandering samurai. His
outfit features kimono-inspired elements, a hakama-like silhouette, and motifs such as the
crimson maple leaf — an iconic symbol in Japanese art representing impermanence and
introspection. The muted yet warm color palette, combined with flowing fabrics and
natural patterns, reinforces his connection to nature and the wind.



Kazuha's design balances elegance and restraint, capturing the aesthetic principles
of wabi-sabi — the beauty of simplicity and transience. Altogether, Kazuha’s visual
presentation not only pays homage to historical Japan but also enhances his role as a calm,
reflective swordsman shaped by loss, freedom, and the passage of time.

Another design that stands out is K-Angel, the online alter ego of the protagonist
Ame in “NEEDY STREAMER OVERLOAD”, is a striking embodiment of modern
Japanese internet culture and the kawaii aesthetic. Her design — featuring pastel-colored
twintails, exaggerated accessories, and angelic motifs — captures the visual language of
idol culture and streamers. The bright color palette and cutesy fashion, including oversized
bows and frilly skirts, immediately signal her role as a performative “Internet Angel”
crafted for online adoration.

What makes K-Angel’s design particularly compelling is its stark contrast to Ame’s
offline self, who wears darker, more subdued clothing and expresses a much more
vulnerable personality. This visual duality between the glamorized, idealized avatar and
the insecure, struggling individual behind the screen reflects the central themes of the
game: identity fragmentation, emotional burnout, and the performative pressures of
internet fame.

K-Angel’s design is not just visually eye-catching, it serves as a psychological
mirror, highlighting the constructed nature of influencer personas and the dissonance
between self-presentation and reality. Her character encapsulates the game's commentary
on digital identity, parasocial relationships, and the mental toll of constant performance in
the online world.

Finally, an example of a character whose design is closely related to plants and
flowers is Camellya from “Wuthering Waves”. Her design masterfully blends elegance,
danger, and mysticism, reflecting her complex personality and unique combat abilities. Her
visual appearance is dominated by a bold color scheme of red, black, and white these colors
often associated with passion, mystery, and duality. This palette emphasizes her dual nature
as both alluring and lethal, embodying a free-spirited charm that veils her formidable
strength. The inclusion of black and red blossoms in her hair is not only an aesthetic choice
but a symbolic one, referencing her role as a Bloom Bearer of the Black Shores and hinting
at her deep connection with nature and decay. These floral elements also visually
foreshadow her vine-based combat abilities, making her design both beautiful and
functionally meaningful. Her attire, with its flowing fabric and sharp accents, strikes a
balance between softness and intensity, further reinforcing her enigmatic aura. Overall,
Camellya’s design stands out as a cohesive visual narrative, where every detail — from
color to accessories — contributes to her identity as a captivating and dangerous force
within the world of Wuthering Waves.

In conclusion, character design plays a crucial role in shaping the player’s
connection to the game world, acting as a powerful tool for storytelling, immersion, and
emotional engagement. Well-crafted designs go beyond mere aesthetics — they visually
communicate a character’s personality, background, and abilities, enhancing the overall
narrative experience. Through thoughtful choices in color, form, symbolism, and style,
designers can create memorable and impactful characters that resonate with players long
after the game ends. As video games continue to evolve as a storytelling medium, character
design remains a fundamental element in bringing virtual worlds and their inhabitants to
life.
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